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Содержимое, созданное искусственным интеллектом, может быть неверным.]
The situation around the Krško Nuclear Power Plant (NEK) is a key example of international nuclear cooperation and, at the same time, a source of political and economic disputes in the Balkans.
The Krško Nuclear Power Plant is the only operating nuclear power plant in the post-Yugoslav area.
1. History and Characteristics of the Krško NPP
	Parameter
	Details

	Location
	Slovenia, near the border with Croatia.

	Construction
	Begun in 1975, it was built as a joint venture between Slovenia and Croatia, which were then part of Yugoslavia.

	Commissioning
	Connected to the grid on October 2, 1981; commercial operation began on January 1, 1983.

	Technology
	Pressurized water reactor (PWR). Built by the American company Westinghouse Electric Corporation .

	Power
	Currently 696 MW (net).

	Service life
	The service life has been extended until 2043 .

	Role
	Provides more than a quarter of Slovenia's electricity and about 15%–16% of Croatia's needs .



2. Owners and Historical Disputes
Current joint ownership
The Krško Nuclear Power Plant is operated by Nuklearna Elektrarna Krško (NEK) .
· GEN Energija (a Slovenian state-owned company) owns 50%.
· Hrvatska elektroprivreda (HEP) (Croatian state-owned company) owns 50%.
· NEK produces and supplies electricity exclusively to two partners , each of which receives 50% of the total generation.
The Age of Controversy (1993–2002)
Despite the initial agreement, numerous disputes arose after the breakup of Yugoslavia:
· Disputes: The "Decade of Disputes" arose between 1993 and 2002 due to differences in the understanding of the governing agreements.
· Arbitration: In 1997, Croatia refused to pay the increased costs, and in 1999, HEP filed a counterclaim for damages due to the lack of electricity supplies.
· Settlement: In 2001, the leaders of the two countries agreed to equal ownership , joint responsibility for nuclear waste, and compensation for mutual claims. The agreement entered into force in 2003.
3. Prospects and Negotiations for JEK-2
The main topic of negotiations now is the construction of the second power unit of the Krško NPP (JEK2) , planned for 2035.
Slovenia's position
Slovenia is taking active steps towards JEK2 planning:
· Timeframe: A final decision on whether to launch the JEK2 project is expected before 2026 , after which a national referendum will need to be held.
· Partners: Slovenian Prime Minister Robert Golob stated that Ljubljana "only wants to accept investors from the 'western region,' including Japan and South Korea ." This excludes Russian companies.
· Priority: Slovenia believes that it first needs to “do its homework” (spatial planning, creating a business model) before starting joint venture negotiations.
· Economics: Studies have shown that JEK2 may not be profitable for a private investor , but viable for the government due to its strategic importance and the possibility of setting prices at break-even levels.
Croatia's Controversial JEK-2 Proposals
In September 2025, Croatian media (Novi List) reported that Slovenia had allegedly offered Croatia new, less favorable terms for cooperation on JEK2.
	Condition
	Current (Krško-1, HEP)
	Allegedly proposed (JEK-2)

	Share of ownership
	50%
	25%

	Decision-making rights
	Present (joint management)
	None

	Income/Energy
	Receives 50% of the generated electricity
	Receives a quarter of its profits from electricity sales exclusively on the Slovenian market


Reaction: Slovenian authorities (the Prime Minister's Office and GEN Energija) deny sending such an official proposal. However, this incident highlights the complexity of future negotiations, as Croatia is interested in maintaining its strategic position.
Serbia's position
Serbia is being considered as a potential partner in the JEK2 project. Given your goals, this opens the opportunity for NUCON doo , as a Western-standard consulting company, to participate in preparing the technical basis for the Serbian government.
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